
Simnikiwe (sim-neh-kee-way) is  
16 years old and has lived Open Arms 
with his brother and cousin for nearly 

ten years. He is currently a junior in 
high school and his grades are excellent. 

Simnikiwe plays on the high school 
rugby team and is an agile athlete. After 
high school, he wants to pursue a degree 

in business administration in college. 
Thank you for all you have done  
to help this young man blossom  

these past ten years. Simnikiwe is very 
goal-oriented and focused on achieving 

great things in his life!
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Simnikiwe
get to know:

NAME

Simnikiwe
FAVORITE FOOD 

meat lasagna
FAVORITE SPORT 

soccer
CAREER GOAL

to be a  
successful  
businessman
LIKES ABOUT OPEN ARMS

the many  
opportunities  
it gives him!

*

Open Arms is a 501 (c)(3) organization and any tax deductible donations can be sent  

to the US address at above.

openarms
Dreams are so important to children. 
As kids, we dream of being astronauts, 
presidents, sports stars or singers. We don’t 
know how those things will come about 
but that doesn’t really matter. We just 
know that dreams are possible and that’s 
enough for us. 
 On October 10, I had the privilege to 
be at Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles to 
witness a Major League Baseball playoff 
game. On that day, my 28 year-old son, 
Sammy, was the winning pitcher for the 

Washington Nationals. 
It was a day that I will 
never forget. I thank 
God for the privilege I 
had to see it.
 As a child, 
Sammy dreamed of 
being a professional 
baseball player. In 
fact, in kindergarten 
he once came home 
with a drawing that 

captured his dream. Being a 
big believer in dreams myself, I saved his 
drawing for more than twenty years.
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 Last year, when Sammy called his 
mother and me to inform us he had been 
promoted to the Major Leagues, we all 
cried because his big childhood dream had 
come true. It was a powerful reminder of 
the power of dreams and the hard work it 
takes to achieve them.
 Ten years ago, an infant girl named 
Asanda came to Open Arms. Asanda was 
born HIV positive and had been severely 
neglected as a baby. When she arrived, she 
was in very poor health and never smiled. 
We immediately put her on life-saving 
medication and her health and disposition 
improved. Today, she is a bubbly, bright 
and funny eleven year-old who makes us 
smile and laugh every day.
 Like Sammy, Asanda too has a dream—
she wants to be a teacher when she grows 
up. Teaching is a wonderful profession 
and we could not be more supportive of 
Asanda’s dream. She will make a great 
teacher and we are so thankful that your 
support will make it happen.
 While Sammy’s childhood dream to 
play professional baseball was important 
to him, Asanda’s dream to become a 
teacher is just as critical to her. In fact, 
because of Asanda’s tough start to life, the 
realization of her dream will be every bit 

the achievement that Sammy’s has been. 
 What’s more, because of her medical 
condition, I am not sure Asanda would be 
alive today without you and Open Arms. 
But because you provide her with daily 
medication and a great deal of love, her 
future is filled with hope.
 At Open Arms, we believe God creates 
every human being and plants seeds in their 
lives which often blossom into dreams-
come-true. Those dreams uplift not only the 
dreamer but everyone around them. I felt 
great pride watching my son pitch in the 
playoffs and I know I will be just as proud 
the day Asanda walks into a classroom to 
make a difference in the lives of others. 
  Thank you for allowing our children 
to both have dreams and to pursue them.  
When all is said and done, it’s probably 
the most important thing you do for our 
children. For that, we are forever grateful.

With Love, 
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About five years ago, the large tree 
in the front yard at Open Arms was 
felled in a wind storm. Despite the 
fact that the tree blew to the ground, it 
continues to grow leaves and refuses to 
perish. For many of us, this tree is great 
symbol of the resilience of the children 
who call Open Arms “home.” They too 

More Than a Tree
have been buffeted by life’s storms and 
simply refuse to give up! 
 Our unique tree is a tangible 
reminder that difficulties don’t mean 
life comes to an end. We are grateful 
for this important symbol right in our 
front yard! 
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All of the children at 
Open Arms attend off-
campus schools except 
for our preschoolers. 
It is cheaper and easier 
to have our own pre-
school for our 1-3 year 
olds. Our two teachers, 
MAMA CHRISTINE and 
MAMA SIMNIKIWE, do a 
great job of introducing 
our children to 
numbers, colors, 
letters and the magic 
of learning. Our pre-
school activities take 
place in a converted 
garden shed that is 
now a beautiful place 
to learn. Thank you 
for making this critical 
program possible for 
our toddlers!

Each summer, the children at the Vacation 
Bible School at the Church at Litchfield 
Park in suburban Phoenix undertake  

APPEARANCES  
ARE IMPORTANT 

At Open Arms, we take pride 
in our 70-acre campus and 
take great care to maintain 
it for our children, staff and 
visitors. A beautiful and clean 
campus communicates the 
importance of our work! 

The Importance  
of Early Education!

thank you!

A Library Takes Shape...

1. Mama Christine with three of our preschool boys  2. Lethabile (1 yr.) and his sister Luniko (age 2) 
learn to play with legos  3. Preschooler Ayabulela enjoys doing a puzzle

1. Sunrise on our lovely campus  2. Flowers 
outside our preschool  3. Asanda on a flower-
lined walkwayDavid and Asanda in the library

EVERYONE CHIPS IN

At Open Arms, the children are given 
chores to learn about responsibility and 
their role in making our large family 
function each day. Here, KHANYISA, TATA 

AYANDA, BUKHO and SIFUNDO work 
in the kitchen after an evening meal. We 
firmly believe that this is critical to our 
goal to raise productive young people 
who understand the value of work and 
contributing to others. 

A NEW SIGN

We are proud of a new entrance sign at 
our front gate that welcomes visitors to our 
campus. We proudly fly the flags of South 
Africa, the United States and Open Arms 
to symbolize the wonderful partnership 
which makes our ministry possible. It is a 
great source of pride for us!

an activity or fundraising drive for the 
benefit of Open Arms.  
Last summer, the children collected more 
than 1,100 books to help stock the library 
shelves at Open Arms. Slowly but surely, 
we have been shipping the books in Bob 
Solis’ luggage these past 12 months and 
the library is now complete! Thanks to 
the enthusiastic children at the Church 
for making this important resource 
possible for our kids! With no TV at 
Open Arms, the library gets a lot of use! 
God bless you all!

REFLECTIONS…

Open Arms is celebrating its 10th anniversary this year.  
Co-founder BOB SOLIS has written a book highlighting moving 
stories and poignant reflections on a remarkable journey that you 
have made possible. The book, From the Darkest Places Come  
the Brightest Lights: Reflections on Service, Faith and Life, is 
available on Amazon and other online book retailers. Pick up  
a copy and learn more about the children and ministry you 
support. You will be inspired!

Rotarians Bear Fruit  
for Our Children!
Thanks to Rotary Clubs in the U.S. and South Africa, a new  
56 tree fruit orchard has been planted at Open Arms! Varieties 
include apples, plums, peaches, lemons, oranges and even 
macadamia nuts! The orchard is irrigated with rain water from  
an on-campus pond and we look forward to a bountiful annual 
crop of delicious fruit in a few years. Thank you to so many 
Rotarians who have consistently helped us over the years! 

Open Arms girls LIYEMA, NANA, LILITHA and PHELISA  

enjoy the beautifully knit hats and scarves lovingly made by  
the Women’s Knitting Circle of the Jewish Congregation  
Emanu-El B’Ne Jeshurun in Milwaukee. Thank you for keeping 
our children warm on cold and windy days on our hilltop!


